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From our Interim Moderator ... 

On the 13th January, I watched the Christian organisation, Open Doors, 

present “The World Watch List” to Members of Parliament. The World 

Watch List is Open Doors’ annual ranking of the 50 countries where 

Christians face the most extreme persecution. We heard from Father 

Daniel in Iraq as he explained that a population of 1.5 million Christians 

has been decimated to around 150,000 as many have fled because of 

persecution. Father Daniel appealed for prayer that his own people 

would remain despite the persecution in order that a witness to Christ 

would remain in that troubled land. 

Jesus called his followers to be the salt of the earth and light of the 

world (Matthew 5:16). Christians in Iraq are called to shine with his 

light as are we are in the midst of particular challenges we face in 

Scotland. 

“Here’s another way to put it: You’re here to be light, bringing out the 

God-colours in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We’re going 

public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, 

you don’t think I’m going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I’m 

putting you on a light stand. Now that I’ve put you there on a hilltop, on 

a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By 

opening up to others, you’ll prompt people to open up with God, this 
(Continued on page 2) 
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generous Father in heaven.”    (Matthew 5:16, The Message translation) 

Henrietta Blyth, CEO of Open Doors UK & Ireland makes the point that, 

“Salt and light is only needed in times and places that are dark, broken 

and tasteless, and lockdown for many of us is just like that so we need 

to keep going.  And in order to do that we need to press into Jesus” 

Something wonderful happens to people who spend time in the 

presence of Jesus, listening to his words. A light is ignited that shines 

brighter than the shadows that are cast by despair and fear. 

If you would like to know more about the World Watchlist or to hear 

Henrietta Blyth share further on her theme you can do so with the 

following links: 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/persecution/ 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/covid-19/message-from-henrietta/ 
 
Malcolm 

(Continued from page 1) 

Carlops Talks … 

The Remarkable Mary Somerville, Queen of 19th Century Science  

An illustrated talk by Ian Archibald  

7.30 p.m. Friday 19 February 2021  

A look at the life and times of Scots born Mary Somerville who was an 

astronomer, a pioneering mathematician, and a gifted writer. What 

made this all the more significant was she mostly self-taught at a time 

when education for women was not encouraged. She has been de-

scribed as the most remarkable woman of her generation. 

Contact info@carlopschurch.org for the zoom link 

https://www.opendoorsuk.org/act/covid-19/message-from-henrietta/
mailto:info@carlopschurch.org
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Message from Session Clerk ... 

I was looking back to the message I shared last month and my mention 
of the ancient Roman god from which came the name of our first 
month of the year. Janus, the god of beginnings and transitions who 
with two heads is able to look to the past and also to the future. I have 
been wondering whether this helps us give due attention to the 
present, the here and now where we all live, alongside our more 
visionary conversation about better times to come in a post-vaccine 
world. The future brings with it all possibilities, yet also does the 
present as this is where find ourselves with each day we are given.  

I also learned that the old Romani name for January is Iveskero – month 
of the snows, reflecting the hardship of mid-winter without the home 
comforts we all take for granted.   

On the other hand looking to February we see the origin in the Latin 
februarius mensis “month of purification”, and we associate this with 
cleansing in preparation for the coming Spring and it’s sense of renewal 
or new beginnings. 

You may have gathered that I find words really interesting and their 
origins too, although have no expertise to rely on, simply just a 
curiosity. I remember that when St Andrew’s celebrated it’s 850 year 
anniversary back in 2010 we asked our congregation to think about 
hymns that meant a great deal to them and why. It proved to be really 
interesting that the responses were finely balanced between an 
attraction to the words and often to a beautiful tune. The word “Hymn” 
comes from Old French ymne and Old English ymen and from the Greek 
Hymnos meaning “ode or song in praise of a god or hero” . In the 
Christian tradition we know it as a religious song or poem of praise to 
God. In our traditional services we sing hymns to familiar tunes which, 
in an instant, take us back to our formative years and whilst we look at 
our hymnbooks as a guide, often the words are indelibly printed in our 
long term memory.  

(Continued on page 4) 
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Our Zoom services have allowed us to keep that tradition alive and we 
all recognise this as a really important part of the service and of our 
worship. Sometimes we are listening, in the present, singing along in 
our own homes, sometimes we are simply reading shared words on 
screen. Sometimes as we sing, we think back to attended services and 
experiences from the past, sometimes as we sing, we think to the 
future. The words and tunes affect us at a profound and emotional 
level. 

In preparing the words to have ready for sharing on a Sunday I’ve often 
looked for resources to help and found inevitable differences, 
particularly in the older hymns. Editors through the years have 
sometimes chosen to change words or reorder text or adjust the 
sequence of verses, or remove verses. We see adjustments in language 
to offer more contemporary feel. Not all of these are popular and often 
we have heard the comment: “Why do they have to change perfectly 
good text”? Well I guess they felt they were doing the right thing so 
maybe should we just be patient? As I have usually attempted to adjust 
text on screen so it matches our Church Hymnary 4, I’ve been taken by 
the tremendous care and attention given to punctuation in this most 
recent edition and how it brings real clarity to the poetry of hymns we 
thought we knew so well. I realise more and more that the editors have 
thought deeply about the words and the language, respecting the past 
but making it relevant to our present and future. 

Whether listening to someone leading the singing, joining in at home, 
following a recording of an accompaniment, or even a video, please 
enjoy the wonderful, rich language of our hymns. I had occasion to look 
to the BBC top 100 hymns from the 2013 nationwide survey and 
noticed one from next Sunday’s service is in the top 5. There are indeed 
endless possibilities and we’ll always will find space for the hymns that 
we all love and cherish. 

Tony Hoskins 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Flowers ... 

It was with sadness we received news of the death of Glenys Guthrie. 

Many people have already expressed their happy memories of her 

wheb she lived in West Linton.  I would just like to mention how much 

she helped with Church flowers.  Apart from happily taking on the 

month of May each year she was always there to help at special times – 

Christmas, Easter and Harvest. She also often helped with Weddings 

and would hunt down special flowers or colours along with that perfect 

vase to make sure the Church looked beautiful on such a special day.  

We missed her when she moved but can look back on happy days spent 

arranging flowers together and that something special she brought to 

all she did. 

Jill Green 

Freewill Offering envelopes for 2021/22 ... 
In the current circumstances it seems sensible not to place an order for 

new Freewill Offering (FWO) envelopes to apply from April 2021. If you 

still have unused FWO envelopes for the current year (2020/21) then 

please do not throw them away - if we are able to return to church later 

in 2021 then please continue to use them (even if the dates are not 

quite right) until a new set is ordered for use from April 2022. Your 

envelope number will be the same for both years so we will still be able 

to ensure that your offerings are appropriately identified and recorded. 

We do have some further 2020/21 supplies available so a replacement 

set can be provided if you no longer have your 2020/21 FWO 

envelopes, or if you would like some for the first time. 

Michael Knott. Treasurer 
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Readers 

February     7th Sheila Black 

   14th Daryll Green 

   21st Daryll Green 

  28th Christine Leith    

Readers  

March   7th Christine Leith 

  14th Jean McNab 

  21st Jean McNab 

  28th Mary Turnbull 

Zoom Services February/March 

 West Linton 11.30 am Carlops 10.00 am Newlands 10.00 am 

 7th Steven Whalley Steven Whalley Rev Nancy Norman 

14th Rev Nancy Normn Mary McElroy Rev Chris Levison 

21st David Henderson-Howat Sheena Livingston David Henderson –Howat 

28th Colin Herd Rev Nancy Norman Colin Herd 

  7/3 Rev Nancy Norman Rev Chris Levison Rev Nancy Norman 

14/3 Steven Whalley Rev Nancy Norman Mary McElroy 

21/3 Kevin Scott Kevin Scott David Henderson-Howat 

28/3 Rev Nancy Norman Colin Herd Rev Nancy Norman 

Material for the March Newsletter should be submitted to the editor 

by  Monday 22nd February 2021.  The March issue will be available by 28th 

February.   Copy to Colin Herd: email:  newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org.  

Please include ‘Newsletter’ in the subject of your email. 

To stop receiving the Newsletter by email please send an email to : 

newsletter@standrews-westlinton.org with “Unsubscribe” in the subject line. 


